by Janet Jagan

Recently there was, again,
reference to the develop-
mentof Lurban Park, which
has been on the agenda for
a number of years. :
At one stage, a proposal
had been made and was on

the road to being imple--

mented, to use the area of
Durban Park for govern-
mentbuildings. There were
protests ynade and propos-
als that thie area should, in-
stead, be: used as a public
recreational center, mainly
for sporis facilities fur the
nesrhy Loy ineanie area.
Ong 61 this sugpestion

. the mestry of Housing pre-

;pared a {Project Initiative”
whichoutlined plans to make
use, early, of an initial ten

acres of the approxxmatelby‘ i

39 acres of open space for

the purpose of “providing
the immediate communities

citizens of Georgetown and

cilities that can be used'at

* the local, reglonal and in- o

ternational levels.”

This concept was put mto"'i‘,k
phases, the first being" to*

utilize 10 acres of the land,
to beginin 2004, This phase

would tnelude Tand titing,

eleating, levelingand draine
ape, theén the eonstiuctiot

. rac : g which was a popular

sport atone time. Now, horse
. racing has mo ved to the ru-
- val argns and feraing a popu-

lar sport there,
Unfortunately, déspite the

plans which seem to have
~ had the approval of central
- government and the

%3 : - GeorgetownMayorand City
e f Council, nothing has been
%*‘ done yetto beginthis project.

Aneditorial in the Guyana

~ Chronicle over a year ago

had this to say, and it is
worth quoting: “We would

- liketo urge that this project

move forward. It should not

+ require heavy funding. It is.
4IX  alsopossible thatyouths and
- sports groups could do vol-
untary work in leveling the.

fields, constructing fences,

etc, It could be an admi-

rable community project,
Already young peaple are
using the areas {for football
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and cricket.
It is also well to keep in
mind the benefits accrued

~ to the National Park which

the People’s Progressive
Party Government con-
verted, in the 1950s, from
an eletist golf course and
now used widely for walk-
ing, jogging, cricket, foot-
ball, tennis and as a delight-
ful picnicking spot.

It is certain that people

_willappreciate the transfor-

mationofthe empty D’Urban
Parl: lands into a facility
that many, particularly our
youths, can use and enjoy.”

1t is understood that this
propogal haa already re
ceived the approval of Cabi-

net, but for some unknown’
reason, has yet to be nnple--
mented. :
Who can dOubt the use-"
fulness of this development
of unused lands that can be
converted, atrelatively low.
cost, into usefulness, par-
ticularly to oururban youths
who need outlets for their.
energy and desire to par--
ticipate insports activities?
+ As the Chronicle edito--
rial, noted, a start could be
made on a voluntary basis
and perhaps financial in-
puts could come from the
nation’s Lottery Fund. Cer-
tainly a start should bemade,
The Prajeet paper has heen
pathering dust for tos long!





